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New Sea Cadets
Patterned

After Seab

MILITARY standards,
traditions,  organization and
instructlon, withoul milllary

obligations; this is the Sea
Cadets Corps’ program. The Sea
Cadefs are young men from 14
to 17 years aof age who perform
much ke their older coun-
lerparis in Lhe regular Navy,
They are screened by com-
miltee members from  their
sponsoring Navy "League
chapler, given a Navy physical
and lhen tested with ihe same
batlery of exams given to the
regular Navy men,

Blen Morris, Sea Cadef com-
miltee chairman, and one of Lhe
founders of the new “Ban
Moreell batialion™ of the Sea
Cadels, says that only one in
Lhree . pass the wrillen
examinailon.

On January 27, 34 boys and
seven adult leaders were com-
missicned as the first Sea Cadet
Corps Baltation, This is the first

-Sea Cadel group to be organized

around the special skills of the

Naval Mobile Construction
Battalien Forces. )
Billis Whitworth, a relived:

Navy commander, took the oalh
ag rommander of the new Sea
Cadel  Battallon from the
group’s -namesake, Adm, Ben
Mereell, the 7%-year-old former
commander of all Navy Secabee
cperations during World War 11,

As the voung men stood al
attention, ranking rep-
resenlatives  from  the TPort

-Hueneme Construction Batlalion

Conter (the cadels' home base),
and the Navy's Paciflc Seabee
rommand, joined in the com-
missioning ceremonies.

HEAM ADM. Toster M. Lalor,
recently  relleved as  com-
mandlng offlcer al the Scabee
base, suld thay the creatlon of
the Sea Cadet batlalion was his

most rewarding experience in

‘Bea Cadets

thie 21 nionths he was slationed
at CliC.

Of the 34 boys who make up
the newly commissioncd- cadel
battalion, nearly half are from
non-military  families, The
Veniura County chapter of the
MNavy League hacks the group
financially. The Sea Cadet
progratn s supported by the
Navy, therefore, when
available Nayy facllltics are
utilized by the cadels. Logistin
support is given fo the cadets
by lhe Navy to nelp make their
pregram more elfeclive.

Greal eare is given o the
selection pf the adult leaders
in the Cadel uvrganization, ac-
cording to Morris, First the
applicants are screenegd by fhe
Corps’ national
headquarters, ther the rec
ommendations arc passed on fo
the Navy's personnel office for
final approval. “It’s nol just a
rebber stamp,” Morris said.
"We've had some iuried down

by the Navy.” The adult leaders

are all volunteers with many
being active duty or refired
Navy personnel, Bolh enlisted
men and officers fill the aduft
leadership ranks.

AFTER  successfully com-
pleting ihe Ses Cadel program,
the 18-year-old ‘cadet is eligible
lo enlist in the Navy at an
advanced rate, bypassing- the
basic lralning program required
for other enlistees,

Tne newly foriied Sea Cadet

hattalion, which slaried
reeruiting boys in October 1970,
wilt hoild s program around
the skills and traditiens of the
vonstruction  baltalion farces,
ulitiving the talemt and per-
sonnel of the J1sl Naval Con-
struclion Ttegiment, siationed at
Tort llueneme. The regiment,
along with the Naval Schools
Construction, has been tasked

(i

CcCS

with the responsibility of giving
a lhelping hand 1o the new
cadets,

On the night of the com-
missioning a young cadel and
hig mother werc looking through
a picture album of the cadets’
induction aciivilies, Thumbing
through . the pages, the boy
pointed at a piclure of himsel
taken some ' weeks earler.
There he stood, weiting for his
physteal, with shaggy hair,
slumped shoulders, and a blank
stare. The mother looked up,
smiled, and said, "My God!
Was that you?”

Young Bl Dumss, 14, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Dumas of Port
Hueneme, raises bis right hand, top photo, along with his fellow
cadets to atficm his eath as an upstanding member of the newly-
tormed Sea Cadet BatfaHon at the Seabee Center, Port Hueneme,
Adm. Ben Moreell, 79, known as the “King Bee,” fells the young
men durlng commissioning eeremonies that Ehey must return to ﬁe
basics of pgood cifizenship and wholesome Jiving as a means of

- achieving Wigh goals In their later years. In phots at lek, Adm.

Moreell chats with Nicholas Acordi, son of Mr, angd Dirs. Charles

4. Acordi of Oxuard, while eihers gather around o hear what (he
redired admiral has to say. ‘ .
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